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Amended April 2011

Assistance League( of the Triangle Area

STANDING RULES

1. MEMBERSHIP

1.01
Voting Members
(a)  A voting member shall be in good standing if the member has fulfilled the obligations voted by the membership (financial and service).

(b)  A voting member shall serve on at least one (1) committee and participate in at least one (1) chapter philanthropic program annually.  In addition, each member shall serve in the Antiques to Zippers Thrift Shop, which shall include working a minimum of one (1) full day or two (2) half days per month.

(c)  Voting members shall attend at least three (3) of the nine (9) regular meetings per year.

(d)  Members shall follow procedures explained each year for reporting monthly service hours.
1.2  
Nonvoting Members
(a) All nonvoting members shall support the mission of the chapter.

(b) Nonvoting members shall pay annual dues of $100.

(c) A nonvoting member may serve on chapter committees, including serving as Appointive Standing Committee chairman.  
(d) Nonvoting members may participate in chapter philanthropic programs and chapter fundraising activities.

(e) Nonvoting members may attend regular meetings.

1.3  
Leave of Absence.  Requests for leave of absence shall be submitted in writing to the Vice President Membership for approval by the Board.  Members on leave of absence shall meet the financial obligations voted by the chapter.

1.04 
 Procedures for Change of Classification

(a) A voting member desiring to change classification to nonvoting shall include $50 with written request for change to the Vice President Membership for approval by the Board.  
(b) Dues for nonvoting members are $100.  Dues are nonrefundable. 
(c) A member who has resigned in good standing may be reinstated upon written request to the Vice President Membership for approval by the Board.  The member shall pay current dues.

1.05 Member Information Form and Orientation.
(a)
New members shall participate in orientation within one (1) year of joining the             chapter.
(b) New member forms shall be submitted to the Vice President Membership.

(c)  Member information forms shall be completed by all members and maintained as   required by the chapter.  Relevant contact information, emergency information and other required personal data shall be recorded on the Member Information Form.

(d) Members shall sign policies as required by the chapter, which shall be maintained as required by Assistance League.

2.  Board
2.01
 Board Development
(a)  Board members shall attend a Board training meeting. 

(b)  Board members shall maintain current procedure books and shall meet with their successor to review and pass on their procedure books.

(c)  Board members shall send a monthly summary of committee reports to the President and Recording Secretary one (1) week before the Board meeting.   If a Board member is unable to send the report, a representative of the committee shall be designated to send the required report.
2.02
 Board Attendance.  Board members are encouraged to attend all Board meetings.  Board members shall send a monthly summary of committee reports to the President and Recording Secretary one week before the Board meeting.   If a Board member is unable to send the report, a representative of the committee shall be designated to send the required report.

2.03 
Removal From the Board.  Absence from more than three (3) consecutive Board meetings may create a vacancy in that office.

2.04  
Board Resignation.  Resignations from the Board shall be in writing, delivered to the President and effective upon receipt.
3.  Committees
3.01
Each committee shall:


(a) Have a vice chairman and a secretary;

(b) Maintain position descriptions and submit changes to the Board for approval; and       

(c) Maintain a current procedure book. 
. 
(d) Committee chairmen shall meet with their successor to review and pass on           procedure books. 
(e) Committee chairmen shall submit reports to the appropriate Board member.
4.  Philanthropic Programs
4.01
Philanthropic programs shall be identified with the Assistance League name.

4.02
Philanthropic programs are:

(a) Kid’s Place at WakeMed – Maintaining a reading and activity room for parents and siblings at WakeMed Children’s Emergency Department.  

(b) Women In Need (WIN) - Providing assistance to women through The Women’s Center of Wake County, a day shelter for women in crisis.

(c) Operation School Bell( - Helping to meet the needs of school children in the Triangle Area.

(d) Scholarships – Awarding annual scholarships to students in the Triangle Area.
(e) Distribution of Surplus Thrift Shop Donations Through Community Sharing – Providing items from the thrift shop to help people in need through other nonprofit organizations in the Triangle Area. 
4.03
All philanthropic programs shall be approved by the membership.  The Philanthropic Programs Committee shall research, evaluate and present programs to the membership for a vote.  Adopting new programs shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote by the membership present.
4.04
The membership shall evaluate each philanthropic program at a minimum every two (2) years.  The Strategic Planning Committee, in conjunction with the Philanthropic Programs Committee, shall present the evaluation of the philanthropic programs to the Board and membership.




            

5.  Resource Development/Fundraising
5.01
Each fundraising activity or event shall be identified with the Assistance League name.

5.02
Each fundraising activity or event shall be approved by the membership.  Adopting new fundraising events shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote by the membership present.

5.03
The membership shall evaluate each fundraising activity or event at a minimum of every two (2) years.

5.04
There shall be at least one (1) fundraising event each year in addition to the Antiques to Zippers Thrift Shop.

6.  General

6.01
Meetings.  Unless otherwise directed by the Board, with membership approval, regular meetings shall be held on the third Thursday of each month, except for June, July and December.

Time:  9:30 a.m. – Social

          10:00 a.m. – Meeting
6.02
Board Meetings.  Board meetings shall be held at 9:30 a.m. on the first Thursday of each month except July and December unless otherwise directed by the Board.
6.03
Inclement Weather.  When Wake County schools are closed due to inclement weather, Board and regular meetings shall be postponed until the following Thursday.

Meeting materials shall be distributed prior to the meeting.
6.04
Member Privacy.  The Membership Roster shall be used only for chapter business.
6.05
Conflict of Interest.  No member shall benefit financially, have any additional advantage or benefit not available to the public or engage in any act of self-dealing in regards to any aspect of Assistance League of the Triangle Area.
7.  Adoption and Amendment of Standing Rules

7.01
These standing rules may be amended or new standing rules adopted at any regular meeting by two thirds (2/3) vote without previous notice, or by majority vote if the members are provided with written notice at the previous regular meeting or thirty (30) days written notice.

7.02
A standing rule may be suspended by majority vote, during a meeting, for that meeting only, and will be in full force and effect at the close of the meeting.
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